 VARANASI

Day 1						                                             ARRIVE VARANASI 
You are met upon arrival in Varanasi by CHIME/Eastbound Group representative and assisted with your check-in into the hotel. Rest of the day is at leisure to explore the oldest living city on your own!

Varanasi, also known as Kashi and Benares, is situated on the north bank of Ganga in the state of Uttar Pradesh in North India. It is one of the oldest living cities of the world with its history dating back to about 3500 hundred years. For the pious Hindus, the city has always had a special place since long.

Day 2                                                                                                                     VARANASI
Rise early morning today and you will be transferred to Ghats to enjoy the boat ride at River Ganges. At the time of Sunrise the river is centre of many activities. Enjoy the unique experience from your boat. It is said that Sunrise on the river in Varanasi is one of the most magical experiences. 

After the boat ride take a city tour of Varanasi which includes a visit to some important temples like the Bharat Mata Mandir and the Durga Temple. Take a walk down Vishwanath ji Ki Galli – the ancient alley which is home to some beautiful temples. Here you will find shops that sell every conceivable thing required in a temple. 

Return to hotel for breakfast and relax till lunch. Afternoon excursion to Sarnath (closed on Monday), the Buddha proclaimed the law of faith. It was here that he taught the keys aspects of Buddhism: the four noble truths, the eightfold path and the middle way philosophy. The Buddha encouraged followers to avoid extremes of austerity or pleasure. The remains of monasteries dating from the third century B.C.E. to the first century C.E. indicate a thriving monastic community.

In the evening you will be escorted to the ghats of the Holy River Ganges to witness the Aarti Ceremony. A short prayer or eulogy sung in the reverence of a deity. A kind of short religious ceremony in which a prayer is sung and lighted lamps are used to worship a God or a saint.

Day 3                                                                 VARANASI
Entire day is free at leisure.

Day 4								        VARANASI DEPARTURE
Today you will be assisted in checking-out and to board your chosen mode of transport for your onward journey. 
~ End of our Services ~
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